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FEZA OKTEN KOCA: -
“MIMARLIK BENIM iGiN BiR SEVGILi GiBiDIR”
“ARCHITECTURE IS LIKE A LOVER FOR ME”

Yasemin Sener, Mimar

1999 yilinda kurdugu Elips Tasarim Mimarlik catisi altinda mimari
tasarim hizmetleri ile basladigi yolculuguna yillar icinde ic mimari
tasarim ve anahtar teslim uygulama islerini de ilave eden; 6zellikle
konut, ticari alanlar, yeme-igme, magazacilik ve egitim alanlarinda
projeler iireten Mimar Feza Okten Koca, bu siirecte mekanlara
Ozel olarak tasarladigi 6dLillii mobilya ve aydinlatma diriinlerini
FEZA dsgn catisi altinda toplayarak Addresistanbul Ev Dekorasyon
Merkezi'nde ac¢tigi magazada sergilemeye basladi. Gerek mimari
ve i¢ mimari tasarimlari, gerekse liriin tasarimlariyla bugiine kadar
bircok édiile layik gériilen Mimar Feza Okten Koca ile askla bagh
oldugu mimarlik pratigini, FEZA dsgn adi altinda markalastirdigi
tasarim driinlerini ve dogal tasin gelecegi hakkindaki gériislerini
konustuk.

Architect Feza Okten Koca, started her journey with architectural
design services under the roof of Elips Design Architecture, which
was established in 1999, and added interior design and turnkey
application works over the years. Her projects are especially in the
fields of housing, commercial areas, food and beverage, retailing
and education. She started to exhibit her award-winning furniture
and lighting products under the roof of FEZA dsgn in the store she
opened in Addresistanbul Home Decoration Center. We talked with
Architect Feza Okten Koca, who has been deemed worthy of many
awards for her architectural and interior designs and products,
about her architectural practice, which she is passionate about, the
design products she has branded under the name of FEZA dsgn, and
her views on the future of natural stone.
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Mimarlik ve tasarima y6neliminiz nasil oldu?

Feyza Okcen Koca: Dariigsafaka Lisesi mezunuyum, 1994 yilinda
ITU Mimarlik Fakiiltesinden Yiiksek Mimar unvani ile mezun oldum.
Ogrencilik dsnemlerinde hocalarimin ofisinde baglamig oldugum is
hayatima bir donem Londra'da Percy Thomas Partnership ofisinde
devam ettikten sonra 1999 yilinda Elips Tasarim Mimarlik ofisimi
actim. Mimari ve i¢ mimari tasarim ve anahtar teslim uygulama
hizmetleri ile birlikte, FEZA dsgn markasi altinda trtin tasanimlar
yapmaya basladim. Agirlikli olarak ofis, konut, magaza ve restoran
basliklar altinda ekibimle birlikte binlerce metrekare mekan tasarlayip
hayata gecirdik.

Tasanm cizginiz hakkinda neler sdylersiniz?

FOK: Cogunlukla formun fonksiyonu takip ettigini sdyleyebilirim.
Tasanm bir ihtiyaca cevap vermek zorundadir. Bu cevabi verirken
de form ve malzeme ile kullaniciy sasirtmak benim icin 6nemlidir.
Mimarligima gelince, hem bulundugu cevreye deger katacak hem
de iginde ve disindaki kullanicilara iyi bir yasam kurgulayan binalar
yaratmak, benim mimarlik anlayisimi belirliyor.

Elips Tasarim Mimarlik'ta projelerin tasarim siirecleri nasil
gerceklesiyor?

FOK: Tasarim siirecine baglamadan dnce miisterimizle gorisip,
mekan Uzerinden ihtiyaglarini ve hayallerini onun agzindan
dinliyoruz, onu anlamaya calisiyoruz. Mekan sartlarina gore
ihtiyaglarini nasil ete kemige burtndtrebilecegimizi, onu dogru
anlayip anlamadigimizi da gostermek icin bazi 6rnek gorseller
gosteriyoruz. Mimarlik tamamen gorsel bir sekilde anlasabileceginiz
bir meslektir, sézlti olarak hicbir fikir dogru anlasilamaz. Tasarimda
konsept, olusturulmak istenen mekanin kullanicilarina yasatiimak
istenen duygu baz alinarak belirleniyor. ilham almak icin ézel bir
kaynaktan yararlanmiyorum ama stirekli takip ettigim portallar, kitap
ve dergiler var. Mimarlik stirekli olarak glincel olmanizi gerektiren bir
meslektir. Ben ve ekibim kendimizi stirekli elimizdeki akilli telefonlar
sayesinde tasarim dtinyasi ile iletisimde tutuyoruz. Hem mimarlik
diinyasinda hem de ilintili sektorlerdeki yenilikleri takip etmeye
calisiyoruz. Mimarlik benim icin bir sevgili gibidir. Giniin hemen
hemen her saatini ona vermenizi bekler; sadece okulda, ofiste ya

da santiyede degil, eglenirken, spor yaparken, dinlenirken vs. algida
seciciliginizin hep mimarlik tizerine olmasini bekler.

Konsept olusturulurken yatinmci ve mimar acisindan siireg nasil
isliyor?

FOK: Bazi yatinmcilar konsept olustururken 6zgiin olmaya calisirken
bazi yatinmcilar ise mevcut 6rneklerin benzerlerini yapmaya calisiyor.
Mimarin konsept belirleme stirecinde kimi zaman isi cok zor olabiliyor.

BJK No1903/BJK No1903

How did your inclination towards architecture and design come about?
Feyza Okcen Koca: After Dariissafaka High School, | graduated

from ITU Faculty of Architecture in 1994 with the title of Master
Architect. | founded the Elips Design and Architecture office in 1999,
after continuing my business life, which | started in the office of my
professors during my student years, at the Percy Thomas Partnership
office in London for a while. Along with architectural and interior design
and turnkey application services, | started to design products under

the FEZA dsgn brand. Together with my team, we have designed and
implemented thousands of square meters of spaces, mainly under the
headings of office, residence, store and restaurant.

How would you describe your point of view on design?

FOK: | can say that mostly form follows function. Design has to respond
to a need. While giving this answer, it is important for me to surprise
the user with form and material. When it comes to my architecture,
creating buildings that both add value to the environment and create a
good life for the users inside and outside determines my understanding
of architecture.

How do the design processes of projects take place at Elips Design
Architecture?

FOK: Before starting the design process, we meet with our customers,
listen to their needs and dreams through the space, and try to
understand them. We show some sample images to show how we
can embody their needs according to the conditions of the place, and
whether we understand it correctly. Architecture is a profession that
you can understand completely visually, no idea can be understood
correctly verbally. The concept of design is determined on the basis of
the emotion that is desired to be experienced by the users of the space
to be created. | don't use a special source for inspiration, but there are
portals, books and magazines that | constantly follow. Architecture

is a profession that requires you to be constantly up to date. Me and
my team are constantly keeping ourselves in touch with the design
world thanks to the smartphones in our hands. We try to follow the
innovations both in the world of architecture and in related sectors.
Architecture is like a lover to me. It expects you to give it almost every
hour of the day; not only at school, office or construction site, but
while having fun, doing sports, resting etc. expects your selectivity in
perception to always be on architecture.

How does the process work for the investor and the architect while the
concept is being created?

FOK: While some investors try to be original while creating the concept,
others try to make similar examples. Sometimes the job of the architect
can be very difficult during the concept determination process. At the
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Kendini iyi ifade edip musterinin gtivenini kazanip ikna edebildigi
asamada ise projenin ilk adimlari atilmaya bashyor. Yatirimci,
kullaniciyr iyi tanimali, kime hizmet verecegine karar vermeli,
empati kurmali. Mimar kullanici senaryosu konusunda yatirmciya
yon gostermeli. Yaratiimak istenen konsept 6zellikle “neden”
sorusuna cevap vermeli. MUsteri yaratilmak istenen bu mekani
neden seg¢sin? Emsallerinden ne farki olacak? Burada en 6nemli sey
hikaye. Tasarimin bir hikayesi olmali. Mekandaki yaratilacak yasam
kurgusu kullaniciya neleri deneyimletecek, musteri mekandan
ayrilirken yaninda hangi hikaye ile ayrilacak. Konsept bunlari
icermeli. Maalesef bazi yatinmcilara bu ¢alisma streci ¢cok uzun

ve gereksiz gelebiliyor, dogru kararlar alinmadan hizlica yapilan
projeler ne yazik ki uzun vadede surdrtlebilir olmuyor. Birbirinin
benzeri mekanlar musteriye birsey sunmamaya bashyor, kullanici
farkhyi anyor.

Siz aslinda yiiksek mimarsiniz ama islerinizi inceledigimizde
agirhkli olarak iiriin ve i¢ mekan tasarimlarina yonlendiginizi
goriiyoruz. Bunun 6zel bir sebebi var mi?

FOK: Elips Tasarim Mimarlik olarak yaptigimiz ¢alismalarin %30'u
mimari tasarim iken %70'i ic mimari ve Urtin tasarim calismalarini
iceriyor. Sanirim bugiin geldigim noktada bunun en 6énemli

sebebi detayci bir kisilige sahip olmam. Sonuca ¢abuk ulasmak

ve miisteriye Giriinli cabuk sunmak beni daha ¢cok mutlu ediyor. i¢
mimari ve Uriin tasariminda kurdugum hayalleri kendi kontrolimde
hizli bir sekilde tretmek ve bir sonraki projeye baslamak beni
dinamik tutuyor. Belki bunda kadin olmamin da etkisi olabilir.

Mimari ve i¢ mimari projeleriniz devam ederken, FEZA dsgn markasi
altinda iirettiginiz mobilya, aydinlatma ve {riin tasarimlariniz icin bir
de showroom actiniz...

FOK: FEZA dsgn magazasini kisa siire 6nce Addresistanbul Ev
Dekorasyon Merkezi'nde agtim. 2012 yilindan beri cesitli fuarlarda
sergiledigim, 6duller alan Griin tasarimlarini FEZA dsgn markasi

altinda topladik. Yillardir yapmakta oldugumuz mimari ve icmimari
calismalarda musterilerimize 6zel mobilyalar tasarliyorduk. Onun
ihtiyacina ve mekana 6zel tasarimlar yapiyorduk. FEZA dsgn markasi da
bu calismalardan edinilen tecriibe ile dogdu. Bu sefer ihtiyaci ve konsepti
belirleyen ben oldum.

FEZA dsgn'da bulunan tasarimlar hangi iriin tiplerini barindinyor ve
ne tiir yasam tarzlarina hitap ediyor?

FOK: FEZA dsgn tasanimlar modern ve yalinlik temalariyla bicimlenen
mobilya ve aydinlatma drtinlerinden oluguyor. Uriin tasarimi yaparken,
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stage where you can express yourself well and gain the trust of the
customer and convince them, the first steps of the project begin to

be taken. The investor should know the user well, decide whom to
serve, and empathize. The architect should guide the investor about
the user scenario. The concept to be created should specifically answer
the “why" question. Why would the customer choose this place to be
created? How will it differ from its peers? The most important thing
here is the story. Design should have a story. What will the life setup to
be created in the space will make the user experience? What story will
the customer leave with when leaving the space? The concept should
include these. Unfortunately, this work process may seem too long and
unnecessary to some investors, projects that are made quickly without
making the right decisions are unfortunately not sustainable in the long
run. Similar places are starting to offer nothing to the customer, the user
is looking for something different.

You are actually an architect, but when we examine your works, we
see that you mainly focus on product and interior design. Is there any
special reason for this?

FOK: As Ellips Design and Architecture, 30% of our work is architectural
design, while 70% includes interior architecture and product design. |
think the most important reason for this at the point I've reached today
is that | have a detail-oriented personality. It makes me more happy

to reach the result quickly and to present the product to the customer
quickly. Producing my dreams in interior and product design quickly
under my own control and starting the next project keeps me dynamic.
Maybe it's because I'm a woman.

While your architectural and interior design projects continue, you
have opened a showroom for your furniture, lighting and product
designs that you produce under the FEZA dsgn brand...

FOK: | recently opened the FEZA dsgn store at Addresistanbul Home
Decoration Center. We have gathered the award-winning product
designs that | have exhibited at various fairs since 2012 under the FEZA
dsgn brand. We have been designing special furniture for our customers
in the architectural and interior design works we have been doing for
years. We were making special designs for their needs and space. The
FEZA dsgn brand was also born with the experience gained from these
studies. This time, | was the one who determined the need and concept.

What types of products are there in FEZA dsgn and what kind of
lifestyles do they appeal to?

FOK: FEZA dsgn consists of furniture and lighting products shaped with
modern and simplicity themes. While designing a product, | imagine



trantin gerceklestirmek zorunda oldugu fonksiyonun yanisira,
bulundugu mekanda formu ve malzemesi ile bir heykel edasi

ile durmasini hayal ediyorum; bu benim (riin tasarimlarimdaki
ctkis noktam oluyor. Mutlaka bir konsept belirleyip koleksiyon
tasarliyorum. Cok farkli konulardan ilham alabiliyorum. Mesela,
FLY Collection adi altindaki tasarimlarimda, mobilya ve aydinlatma
Urlnlerinin yalin, seffaf ve kus kadar 6zgur olabilmelerini istedim.
Ahsap ve metalleri seffaf akrilikle beraber kullandim. Bumerang
oyuncagindan ilham alarak tasarladigim Boomerang sandalye de,
seffaf akrilikle bitlinlesen bumerang formunda masif ahsap kol ve
ayaklarla oldukca yalin bir gértntiye sahip.

Dogal tasi projelerinizde siklikla kullandigimizi gérityoruz. Bir mimar
olarak bu malzemeye bakis aciniz nedir?

FOK: Dogal tag, yaptigimiz bircok projede &n plana gikan
malzemelerden biri. En ¢ok konut, ofis, otel, kafe ve restoranlarda
kullaniyoruz. Eskiden dogal tas konut projelerinde yogun olarak
banyo ve ortak alanlarda kullaniliyordu. Fakat dogal tas tizerine
yapilan yeni islemlerle birlikte evin bircok yerinde kullanilabilir hale
geldi. Mimari projelerde dogal tas denince aklimiza ilk gelen mermer
ve granit oluyor, ancak farkli tiirlerin kullanimi da giderek daha ¢ok
tercih ediliyor. Oniks mermer, traverten ve bazalt gibi taslar 6n plana
cikiyor. Isik gecirgen 6zelligine sahip oniks mermer, ofislerin danisma
bslimiinde ve duvar kaplamalarinda kullaniliyor. Ozellikle sar
tonlarinin kullanildigini gériyoruz.

Dogal tas malzemenin gelecegine nasil bakiyorsunuz? Bu malzeme ile
ilgili yeni trendler hakkinda neler séylersiniz?

FOK: Dogal tag kullanimi alisilageldigi gibi yalniz dseme ve duvarlarda
degil, mobilya ve dekor tasarimlarina da tercih edilmeye bagsland..
Cilalanmis dogal tasin yerini giderek eskitme, kumlama, cekicleme gibi
islemlerden gecen dogal taslar aliyor. Daha énceki yillarda tercih edilen
gri mermer tonlar yerini 6niimiizdeki donemde daha ¢ok bej tonlarina
birakacak. Ayni zamanda diger tasanm Urlnlerinde de bej tonlarinda
mermer kullanimi hakim olacak.

Her zaman karsilastigimiz duvar ve zemin kaplamalar diginda

dogal tas, dekoratif Uriinlerde kullaniimaya baslandi bile. Isi yalitimi
saglamasi, aginmazligi, dayanikhligi ve biiyik boyutlarda kullanima
olanak sagladigi icin mimari projelerde cephe kaplamasi olarak dogal
tas tercih edilmeye devam edecek.

Son olarak gelecege yonelik hedeflerinizi 6grenebilir miyiz?

FOK: Gelecekle ilgili hedeflerim, dncelikle FEZA dsgn markasina yeni
koleksiyonlar ilave etmek ve yurt digi satislarnimizi arttirmak. Mimari

ve ic mimari tasarimlarimiza hizl bir sekilde devam etmek. Bireysel
musterilere yaptigimiz projelerin yanisira kamusal alan kullanimina agik
sosyal projeler de tretmek hedeflerim arasinda.

the product to stand as a sculpture with its form and material, in
addition to the function it has to perform; this is my starting point
in my product designs. | define a concept and design a collection.

| can get inspiration from many different subjects. For example,

in the FLY Collection | wanted furniture and lighting products to
be simple, transparent and free as a bird. | used wood and metal
together with clear acrylic. The Boomerang chair, which | was
inspired by the boomerang toy, has a very simple appearance with
its boomerang-shaped solid wooden arms and legs integrated with
transparent acrylic.

We see that you often use natural stone in your projects. As an
architect, what is your perspective on this material?

FOK: Natural stone is one of the materials that come to the fore in
many projects we do. We use it mostly in residences, offices, hotels,
cafes and restaurants. In the past, natural stone was used intensively
in bathrooms and common areas in housing projects. But with the
new processes on natural stone, it has become usable in many parts
of the house. When we think of natural stone in architectural projects,
the first things that come to mind are marble and granite, but the

use of different types is increasingly preferred. Stones such as onyx
marble, travertine and basalt stand out. Onyx marble, which has a
light-permeable feature, is used in the office desk and wall coverings. In
particular, we see that yellow tones are used.

How do you see the future of natural stone? What would you say
about the new trends in this material?

FOK: The use of natural stone has started to be preferred not only
for flooring and walls, but also for furniture and decor designs.

The polished natural stone is gradually being replaced by natural
stones that undergo processes such as aging, sandblasting and
hammering. Gray marble tones, which were preferred in previous
years, will be replaced by more beige tones in the coming period.
At the same time, the use of marble in beige tones will be
dominant in other design products. Apart from the wall and floor
coverings we always encounter, natural stone has already begun to
be used in decorative products. Natural stone will continue to be
preferred as facade cladding in architectural projects, as it provides
heat insulation, wear resistance, durability and allows for use in
large sizes.

Finally, can we learn about your future goals?

FOK: My goals for the future are primarily to add new collections
to the FEZA dsgn brand and to increase our overseas sales. To
continue our architectural and interior designs quickly. In addition
to the projects we do for individual customers, it is among my
goals to produce social projects open to the use of public spaces.
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